Over a period of six months, seven cases were documented oftrauma to the nose as a result of flow driver continuous positive airway pressure in babies of very low birthweight (VLBW). There was a complication rate of 20% in the babies who required it. Deformitiesconsisted of columelia nasi necrosis which can occur within three days, flaring ofnostrils which worsens with duration of continuous positive airway pressure, and snubbing of the nose which persists after prolonged continuous positive airway pressure.
Gregory et al first reported the efficacy of continuous positive airway pressure as a treatment for respiratory distress syndrome in 1971.12 Today continuous positive airway pressure is used to wean babies off ventilators, and for apnoea of prematurity. It facilitates extubation in babies of < 1500 g, 4 although Greenough et al 5 found no difference in babies weaned off positive pressure ventilation (PPV) using continuous positive airway pressure or headbox. Chronic intubation has been associated with subsequent subglottic stenosis, tracheal stenosis, secondary infections and aspiration.6 Continuous positive airway pressure lowers the rate of subsequent bronchopulmonary dysplasia in preterm infants.7 Early weaning, therefore, should decrease the incidence of these complications.
Various devices have been developed to deliver continuous positive airway pressure, including a positive pressure hood, a face mask, and a tracheal tube used as a "long prong" The binasal prong was first introduced to deliver continuous positive airway pressure in 1973 by Agostino et al.8 Two short wide prongs should provide better pressure delivery than one long endotracheal tube, as resistance is proportional to length and inversely proportional to radius. Disadvantages of conventional long prong continuous positive airway pressure include flow starvation, ineffective pressure control secondary to mechanical resistance, and intolerance of feeds due to gastric distension. These are largely overcome by the "fluidic flip" mechanism of the flow driver continuous positive airway pressure device manufactured by EME Ltd (Electrical Medical Equipment). Inlet and outlet channels assist expiratory flow, decrease respiratory resistance, 
